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leaſt Movement in ho Viewer of dlin:amd 
| be. concealed or covered from God's: all 
ſearching Eye, who is abſolute and perpe+ 
tual Light, without any ;Darkneſs. ar all. 
Henee he muſt needs be, in all Caſes, poſ- 
ſeſſed of the fulleſt and cleareſt Evide 1C 3 
and, by Conſequence, ſo far throughly qua- 
lified 5 judge his Creatures. Conſi- 
der we then, in the next Place, his Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, which both Reaſon and 
bo ng aſſure us, is without Allay, and 
without Blemiſh. Of all Paſfons he is 
bel void; his whole Attention and Re- 
pard being fixed on the Directions of right 
Reaſon, and the Dictates of Truth. On 
the ſame Account he can have no Temp- 
ation; no Inducement to Partiality.; ſince 
he muſt ever approve and diſapprove by the 
Rule of Right, and the real Worth or De; 
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Eil, I; am 3 the Obſer ation 
8 reſpect to that Calumny of the Jews, 
which more immediately occaſioned it. : 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, probably. for | ſuch 
"Reaſons as I am going to mention, did not — 
think fit to conduct himſelf, in his Beha- f 
-viour among Men, by thoſe rigorous and 
ſevere Rules which Jahn the Bapliſt fol- 
Jowed, And if he had, he had —_—_— . 
{curred Cenſure and Reproach, as John did 4 
before him. But he choſe to converſe a- 
mong Men in a more humane and familiar SEN 
Manner; with Gentleneſs, and Aﬀability ; 
-not ſhunning public Societies, but minglin 
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nay CT” with any; innocent Cuſ- 
toms he met with. And this ſociable Dif 
Polition, this Complacency of Behaviour, 
_ the 8 Jeus miſconſtrued ſo far, as to 
tax Our Bleſſed Saviour with, W 
„ 5 0 Licen- 
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to reconcile, to endeaf them to 
er: : To make them kind and 
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ther, though our Saviour (as we find) oc- 


LE. cafionally withdrew from the Croud, and 
retreated into Privacy, thereby ſetting Men 
uſa Example. of religious 


Peet his main Buſineſs was to be tranſacted 
Public. H the World, 
And teach Men their Duty ; a Work by no 
ES Mans” conſtant Solitude. 
5 On the contrary, it obliged him to appear 
abroad much and oſten, to frequent Places 
cf public Reſort, and even to ſeek Occa 
2 | Hons of converſing with all Sorts of Men. 
| — And that he might find a readier Way into 
their Minds and U e and pre- 
13 ion of his Doc-' 
tru t he ſhould. 
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more Meng hav @ willing 
o the common Uſages. and Cuſtoms” of 
Men. And accordingly this has ever been 


practiſed and recommended by the wiſer 


Part of Mankind, in relation to all ſuch „ 
Cuſtoms, as are neither condemned by . 
Law, nor contradicted by right Reaſon; 1 
Nor can this juſtly be thought any Way 
unwo rthy even of ſo divine a Perſon as 

our Bleſſed Saviour, eſpecially conſidering 


. „ thoſe _m and eee Ends which he had 


in View. Wares as the Doctrines 
hb an gun FA ur had to teach, fo the 
Miracles Which he bad to work in Confir- 

mation of them, made it neceſſary for him 
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to. appear much in public, and that upon 
various Occaſions. . For by this Means he 


bad more frequent Opportunities of mani- 
1 his divine Power, and that in ſuch 
. Manner as was moſt greeable to his gra- 
s Intentions. He went about doing 
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- Gwe, not any to. the Souls of Men, but F 


_ af to their Bodies * 
iog his Miſſion Kot — in Jiſplaye- 
ing divine Goodneſs as well as Power. 
In Purſuance of thel Ends, it was neceſ- 
ſary for him to be often with the Multi: PF 
tude,” and. ? converſe with Men publiclys 7 
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21 all Fimes and Rendbee: And by 
preſent with them, even at the Hours of XIII. 
; Refoediment;” he found fit Opportunities AV 1 

both of working Miracles, and conferring 
0 ſundry: Kinds of Benefits. He ſeaſoned and go 
 GanQtified their Food with his heavenly In- 

ſtructions, and, when they wanted Food; 
made a miraculous Proviſion for them. 
But they furthe: objected to him, his Conver- 
ſations with Publicans and Sinners. Which 

Objection needs no other Anſwer than what 

our Saviour himſelf has been pleaſed to 

give it: Wey that be whole need not a Phys 
fietan, but they that are fick. An unexcep- 

tionable aun even ſuppoſing thoſe I. 
deas were juſt, which the Objectors had 
conceived, either of the Publicans, or of 
themſelves. But indeed the Phariſces ſeem 
to have wanted the Aſſiſtance of the great 
Phyſician of Souls, no leſs: than the Pub- 

licans. And if er n Was ſhewn 
to; theſe thai! thoſe, # ain 
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the great Objection and Impediment in his 
tk Liſts, :- ſo. was his Crucifixion after- 


Fews,- that many of them cooks XI. 


N ab, and ſeemed reſolyed to reject him 
at any Rate. They had ſet their Hearts 
1 a quite different Perſon; even one 
according to their Imaginations, was 
roo”: among them with great Pomp; i 
Power, and Dignity; ſubdue their Ene- 1 
mies, reſtore their Liberty, and te-· eſtabliſſr | 
their Government. From Chrift they nei- 

- ther did, nor could, expect any T hing of 
this, in a literal Senſe; and therefore ſet 
. themſelves againſt Dm with all their 
Might, and all their Malice. And as the 
_ Humility of our Saviour's Appearance mY 


Wards, wa that not only to the Fews, but = 
even to the Gentikes, For thus we find, 1 
| Er Chrift cr crucified uat tothe Fewws 4 Stum: | 
 Ming-blck an to the Greeks Fookſtneſs ; 
the latter taking Offence at it, as well as 
the former. mn Bubba aber: the one or 
the other been the Children of Wiſdom ; F 
Had they been as wiſe in Reality, as as the 
affected to be in Appearance, they would I 
certainly have had very different Sent: f 
"ONES: © They would not only have juſti- 'Y 
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the Truth of 8 R. 
Goſpel, and the Divinity of its Au- 20 
1 "The 1 of 0 ſt e 
only then, but ſtill are, and ever will be, 
abundantly ſatisfactory to all wiſe Men. 
Nor can modern Unbelievers any more 
juſtify their Unbelief than the Infidels of _ 
9 Thoſe Teſtimonies whereon we re. . 
ly, though not equal to the Evidence of 
Senſe, yet cannot fail of ſatisfying all im- 
partial Men. The ſwift Progreſs and Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel under the greateſt 
Diſadvantages, and amidft all the Difficul. 
ties and Diſcouragements that can be. 
| thoug ht of; as it is a Proof of the Truth 
of — Goſpel, which the firſt Chriſtians. . 5 
only lived to ſee the Beginning of, ſo it 
may be looked upon as almoſt equivalent 
to thoſe Evidences of Senſe Which they 
enjoyed; as a ſtanding and perpetual Mi- 
racle, which, together with the Accom- 
pliſhment of certain Prophecies, was to 
remain viſible throughout all Ages, and has - 
a never- failing Confirmation of the Truth B 
of Chriſtianity. I have not Time to en- 
1 large on this copious Subject, and ſhall 
therefore only offer the following, Confide- 
4 . to ſhew the great Reaſonablenet 
and 
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a ſpect as any Man upon Larth. 

Differen ce would be, that he 
"mit aken, as to certain Matters of Fact, 
* no Hi Irance at all to the do- 
ſo far from it, Gs - 
were 
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; Chriſtian is e 0 even apres 
1 Faith setronecuu But of this, thei 
| The Proofs of our 
! ha, i ſeat: 


are yet-inſenſible of - the Wiſdom of 
him; though he himſelf has aſſured 
them, that the former avails nothing with 
2 N When Men are once in 
ennie finful e, and ſenſual 
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crooked Paths, rd he! is enge 
to his Ruin; and that how 
profitable ſoever they may ſeem at 
they will prove pernicious in the End; 
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Men have plung ed themſe 3 
| ſhort, Virtue has no Charms in the 
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| is perfectly convinced, that he has choſen 
| or better Part, His Innocence and his Vr. 
tue yield him much greater and truer Satiſ- 
0 baden than can poſſibly be met with in the 
Ways of Vice and Sin. T rpetually fill 
bis Breaſt with the moſt ſabftantial Com. 
forts, and give him that Peace and Tran- 
| quillity of Mind, which the World can 
neither give, nor take away, That Con- 
queſt which he has gained over his Luſts 
and Paſſions is preferable in his Sight to 
the moſt boundleſs Liberty; and he finds 
it infinitely better to let his Reaſon bear 
Rule, than to follow the Swing of his 
Appetites and Inclinations. He is ſo far 
from thinking i it a Slavery, to confine him 
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ſelf to the Rules of right Reaſon and. Re- 


gion, that he believes and acknowledges 
it to be the moſt perfect Freedom. 


He knows he is permitted a ſober and with. 


Uſe of the good Things of this World; 

but he will not give * his Heart, nor 
ſet his Affections on them. Much les 
will he make uſe of any unjuſt Methods to 
obtain them. Not all the Wit of Man 
can convince him, that there is any Folly 
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But, ho rever it be with theſe Men, the 821 U 
V Viſdom of Religion is juſtified of all her XIII.. 
Children. The virtuous and religious Man Y 
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Hand, with e e Shame and Confuſion of 


| /. Faces will. the Wicked and Diſſolute ap- 
pear? H 4 He fee, (according to- the 

Words of. the. Son Sirach) the Righteous 
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dantly ſufficient to counterbalance the | 
ſures of the Fooliſh. If our Bleſſed Sa- 

viour himſelf could not eſcape the Stroke 
of evil Tongues, ſurely none of his Fol- 


A fince it wut too evident, that a great 


nions, are very Thos 1 ; 11 1 is not 


efore by theſe, but by the 


and Practices of: wiſe v er that we are to. 


be directed. SET: . 
We may allo. earn SIM 1. that a 
zrtuous Man has no Reaſon to be diſcou- 
. upon the Account of thoſe Calumnies 
and Reproaches which wicked Men may 


throw upon him. He has the Approba- 


tion of all wiſe Men, and that is abundant. 


* lowers will wonder at the like Treatment. 


| amiable, how excellent Virtue is in itſelf, 
it may ſeem ſtrange it ſhould ever meet 
with any Enemies. But then we are to 
eater withal, that wicked Men behold 
it with, * pered . and depraved 
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9 Underſtandings, - — eee it plain SER NI. 
appears from our Saviour's own Obſer- XIII. 3 
ation, that theſe are not to be looked 1 as” 


| as competent Judges; and thergfefc a 
5 5 "FOO Man has, u | upon- £ that A nt, no j 
d \ Reaſon to be ſolicitous, either About their 
Praiſe, or their Diſpraiſe. He is ſure of 
the Eſteem of wiſe Men, and moreover of 


approving himſelf in the Sight of God, 
and his'own Conſcience; and further than 
this, his Ambition neither does, nor ought 
to reach. To conclude, let the Oppoſition 

| and Cuntradiction of Sinners be what it will 

| in this Life; yet, by a patient Continuance 

f in Well-doing, he ſeeks, and will ſurely - >: 
find, Glory, Honour, and Oy 2h 'Y 
the Life to come. VVT 
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=_ Have a 2 Meaning, and ſeem 7 
3 _ cipally to point at the Obſcurities of . 
= defice, at the Incomprehenſibleneſs of 
_ God's Ways and Dealings with the Chil- 
2 © dren. of Men. And that not only 
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—_  :. on of our own « Innings, . 
rrenders ug. incapable of comprehending his 
=— Works and Ways; not only, 1 ſay, upon 
= |. Account, but alſo upo; another, which 
= | ems Plainly intimated. in my Text. For 
=_ 5 the Expreſſion of God's hiding himfel Wi im- 
1 plies a Deſign, an Intention of concealing 
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tion. For 


is, created Goods and worldly 
oweyer, the Miſer is, in 


* Wr 


Aer pi Gold, 1 the: Work of. M 
Hands; and it is evident, that he pe 
them ſeveral Kinds of divine Worſhip, --— a 
1s not Wealth the great Object of the Mi. 


er rather his only Good? The Source of 
N all Happineſs and every Satisfaction? Is it 
__ the Delight of his Eyes, and the Joy 
of his Hear! 
ven above, or on Earth beneath, that he 
deſires beſides it? He knows no Proſperity 


but what ariſes. from the Safety, or En- 


creaſe 


3 Lala yz Which is is a 2 full Confirmation 


Objects are all of the ſame 


tical Senſe, called an Idola- 

| upon the Account of the nearer Re- 
eite between his I dols and thoſe | 
which are property. ſo called. . F or, his J. | 


ſer's Truſt, of his Hopes, his Wiſhes, and 
t Defires?. Does he not eſteem it his chief, 


art? What is there either i in Hea- 


creaſe Gy * no . oy *. : Lo $208: | 1 
and Diminution of it. It is this that gives 2 5 
the Reliſh to all the Advantages and En WW 
5 joyments of his Life; and when any Cala- 
mity or Diſtreſs befalls him, this is his. 
Refuge and Support, his only Conſolation: 
Or, to ſpeak more properly, while this is. | 
in a fafe and flouriſhing Condition, nothing 
can diſtreſs him; as, on the . 
when it happens otherwiſe,” 10thi 
Comfort him. His Rejoicing is not «the 
"Teſtimony of his Conſcience ;. but, as Job 
expxeſſes it, becauſe his Wealth i is great, and 
"tis Hand hath. gotten much. He hath made 0 
5 Gold bis Hope, and ſaid to the fine Gold, thou, 
ert my Confidence. Does he not then plain- 
1 ly make it his God? Ves, and with him 
4 there 1 is none elſe; at leaſt none that ap- 
pears worthy. of, his Regard. It takes up 
more Room in his ſordid Mind, than R 1 
whole Univerſe beſides. Neither the won- = 
derful Works of Nature, nor the great Au- 1 
thor of it, are conſidered by 9 3 but all 
his Thoughts and Contemplations are en- 
groſſed by the Idol of his own ſetting up. 
In ſhort, the Miſer's Godlineſe i is Gan, and 13 
be makes ap: * of it his whole | 4 
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| workdy Man not mee l 
* , but forſakes and neglects: the N 
true Good. His Mind is alienated- frem 
the — the Author of all Hap- 
5 2 the Poſicfior af 1 pong 


—_— . . and oftentime#i neſt 
"he worthleſs amongſt ——— ref 
the Objects of Senſe' before the Fruition! of 
the Deity, and the empty and periſhi ng 
| —_— of this World before the eternal» 
and unſpeakable b e of a bleſſed 
Toarortality — Anc as the Folly of this 
A eding great, ſo is the Wicked} 
. What a great Diſhonour, what a griev 
Indignity, is hereby done to the L Divivk 
Majeſty?" What Impiety muſt it be, thus 
to neglect the Creator, and idoliae 
Creatures? To purſue them with Eagern 

and Impatience, and ſeldom to N Him 
ſo mel a a . aN in our T 


* — who 
$996 | Faculties, - quialifibg- us: 2 
1 0 Knows 
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r Goa? 11. e Burde end guns 


it ſaid, Lam not. . weten. 
4 and they ee are not thy Ged> 


7 for here, he i is not. I aſked the Air, and 
«-alt its Inhabitants ;: yea, the Heave 
4 Sun, Moon, and Stars, and wen cane 


feſſod, We are not him, whom thy Saul : 


KC ſeecketh. —— To: an attentive Enquires 

every. Thing diſcovers its π Kang 
and its Maker's Fullneſß. That Vaxiet7 
of leſſer Goods, which are ſcattered abroad - - 
in this Life, was never deſigned. te wake: 
us happy; but only to ditect our Minds, 
and draw. them up to him, who. can trulx 
meſs us [o. God made us for himſelf. 
made us with ſueh high Faculties, that 
= but himſelf can perfect our Feli 
_ ity, Ile neyer meant us for the low En: 
Joy ments of Larth and Senſe; if he had; 
he would have framed our Natutes accord. 


Good khan that of ſenſual Enjoyments ? 
Were this our chief End, Reaſon and Un- 
ding would be, in a great — 


4 Look above us, and enquire after: bin 
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the Diſpenſations of the Almighty. 


* Por who'can refit his Will, or diſappoint 


| bis Counſels? He has decreed, that this 
World ſhall only afford us fitting Accom- 
modations in our Paſſage to a better. If 
we place our Happineſs below, as we diſ- 
obey and diſhonour him, ſo we wretched- 


y  delyde rn On the contrary, if 


to be our Tovereign 


zs both able and willing to bleſs to the ut- 
* termoſt thoſe 'that ſerve and worſhip him 
as they ought. To ſecure his Favour, is 
to lay ſuch a Foundation for Happineſs as 
can never be ſhaken. He can equally de- 


ver us from all Adverſity, and confer all 


iniaginable Good. Out of the Fullneſs of 
His own. Felicity, he can ever ſupply us 
without ceaſing. In a Word, can beſtow 
on us infinitely better Things, than we are 
either able to with, or to conceive. 

Mloſt certain therefore it is, that God is 
the only adequate Object of our Affections. 
Every Thing beſides will fail, and fall 


- Jhort, The Idols, which * ſet up herg 
Is , bY | below, 


Good, and ſeek. alder him as ſuch, we can- 
net poſſibly ll.” or be diſappointed, He 
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below, are nothing, and will Seer us no- 
1 55 * 02 5 i iſh, and * ſhall pe- 


we turn N the e to 
that we break looſe from the En 
of this World, and fix our Hearts there 
only, where true Joys are to be found. 
That we keep our ns A Good * 4 


in our Eye, an 0 & 
ve come to poſſeſs i it, Thus s ſhall et 


to the Lord with our whole Hearts, and 
every one will ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
 Whon have I in Heaven but thee, and there 
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7s nothing upon Earth t. that 7 defire in Com- 
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perly be call 
"becauſe he requires it, 
rectly tends to the Advancement of his Ho- 
nour and Glory. Such are the Du- 
ties in general wherein Men are to abound. ; 
More particularly, Works of Piety towards 
| God; as loving him,' fearing him, ling) 
in bim, worſhipping him, ſerving him, 
and ſubmitting to his Will: Works of E- 
* quity and Mercy towards Men, as dealing 
y and conſcientiouſly with them, re- 
 Leving their Neceſſities, foffving their In-* 
juries, and the like; Works. of Sobri- 
ety and Moderation towards ourſelves ; 
as ſubduing our Lulfls/ governing our Paſ- 
ſions, and curbing our Deſires: In a Word, 
ſo ruling and conducting ourſelyes, as may 
be moſt conducive to God's Glory,” and 
moſt agreeable to the Dignity of our Na- 
ture. Thefe Works are all good in them- 
flves; and therefore indiſpenſably required, 
We do not indeed find them repreſented N 
as equally good, and equally i important. A 
greater Streſs is laid upon: ſome than others. 
Thus, for Inſtance, Works: of Merey an and 
Charity are inculcated more frequently and 
1 a peculiar - Streſs is laid ' upon 
them, and a remarkable Pre- eminence 
12 to them. are "emphatically 
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Duties are poſtpon'd. to theſe, When 


Ver Mine and fer | 


1 — Markiwke, —.— 


pen to interfere with each other. Thus 
d has declared, that he will have Mercy, 


a not Bacrifice; ; that is, the former pre- 
S ferably to the latter, whenever they ſtand 


in Competition. And to mention nothing 


further, when our Saviour is giving a Re- 


pre ſentation of the Day of Judgment, he 


ſingles out Works of Mercy and Charity, 


and makes the Proceedings of that great 
Day turn upon an Inquiry into them. Not 


G Duties, much leſs to exclude of ea 


but to-ſhew the high Dignity, and Thou ar 
Excellence. of theſes Without Queſtion 


ok are all incumbent on us; all Juſt and 


MP 
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and enſably neceſſary ; ; and it be- 
hoves' to. 5 with a 2 proportionale 
e, even n in them 


Care: 5 


3 . are Neben to. abound: in 
Nev orks, we muſt not underſtand it 


** ps: 


It is utterly. im- 
| poſlible, 


a Deſigu to intimate a Diſregard of 


Br. Senſe, as to i imagine that there 
5 Bae Thing as. Super- 


1 or go beyond 


the utmoſt in the Service of God, and the 
Improvement of thoſe. Talents which he 
has committed to their Truſt; ahd; by 
Conſequence, there can be no Room for 
Works of Supererogation, or Pretenſions 
- of Merit, —— The Meaning then of the 
Expreſſion is plainly this that we be con- 
F careful and diligent, earneſt and 
 vealous, in the Diſcharge of our Duty; 
that we ſtrive and contend, with all our 
Might, - to glotify God, and imitate his 
a Perſe ns; inceflantly concurring” in the 
15 Furtherance and Advancement of thoſe 
great Ends which he has ever in View; 
namely, the perfecting of our own Souls, 
and the Maintenance of Truth, Righteouſa 
| feld, Benevolence, and Charity: That we 
labour to poſſeſs ourſelves of thoſe Virtues. 
and Gtaces, which are not only the great- 
eſt Ornaments of our Minds, but the 
Ground of our Hopes, and the Baſis: of 
 6ur Felicity: That giving all Diligence, as 
the Apoſtle exhorts, we add to our Faith, 
Nirii; and to Virtae, Knowleage ; and 7 
Knowledge, Te emperance ; and ts x rae? 
: 1 and 10 Patienre, Godlineſe; and 3 
in 2 | $ * | 70 
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They are Obliged io exert. themſelves to- 
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II. Brotherh-K „ Gh F theſe 
ee aricy: or if theſe 


Wings, continues he, be in you, and abound, 


lech nale you that you. "fall neither be bar- 


ven mor unfruitful in the Knowledge "of our 
Tord Fe Feſus Cbrif. . And this he cliewhere 


ing fruitful. in every. good Wort. This 
jimplies cultivating our Minds with 


Aqpvances in Piety and Virtue, and em- 
bracing. every. fit Opportunity, of benefitting 
our Fellow - Creatures, and bettering our - 
ſelves: That we be not only blameleſs, 


 barmbeſs, and without Rebuke ; but ſill aim- 


ing to improve, and ſtriving to excel, and 


labouring to diſtinguiſh ourſelves by ſupe- 


rior Attainments, and eminent Degrees, of 
winden Perfection. 


It is further ind in in. may Text, that 8 


eur Performance of good Works be not 
only abundant, but conſtant. The Ex- 
preſſion is akvays abounding; a Circum- 


ſtance, not accidentally inſerted, but of 


great Moment, and abſ; lelnte Neceſſity for 
Dee the great Ends of Religion. To 
be only occaſionally good and virtuous, as 


it were, by Fits and Starts, will neither 
_ - ſatisfy * nor oth 4 neither anſwer 
SD - the 
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by grouing in Grace, and be- 


great Care and.. Vigilance; making daily 4 


9 r cos 6: ke owt Ao $4 tad ha no. OS od Se an 


3 Sons Mk 


* 


8 
* * oy £ * 
CY E aa Y 


55 rene in aig Warks: E 
che A! ds of God, nor Man: And if it 8 RI 
wou d; yet it is by no Means ſufficient for XVII. 
dur on Purpoſes. All Intervals and In- 
termiſſions, in à virtuous Courſe, are ſo 
many Obſtacles both to our Happineſs and 
Perfection. Virtue muſt be rooted in dur 
Minds, ſo as to become a fixed, icfteddy; 
and uniform Principle running through 
dur whole Conduct, and influencing i 
whole Lives. Every State and Condition 
df Life; every Circumſtance that Wwe can 
fall into, whether proſperous or :adverſe; 
affords Oe Opportunities of exerciſing 
great and important: Virtues; and therefore 
it is always in our Power to -exerciſe. good 
Works, and carry on our ere 
In ort, what we are here exhorted to, is 
an univerfal Care and Endeavour to fulfill 
the Will of God; a conſtant Solicitude to 
act and walk as we ought to do, in all 
Cuaſes, at all Times, and upon all C oca- 
fions. Having thus briefly conſider. 
ed the e aan, down in my 
Tert, WT nog in e 9 by . 
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Virtue in general, but the Progreſs which 


Perfection to which they arrive. 


ing noo of theſe; Fhave, on ene 


afions, endeavoured to ſhew, bath from 
* ad Res Revelation; from the Nature 
Man, and the Perfections of the. Deity, 
that the Fact is moſt certain, and the 
| Grounds of it unqueſtionable: That there 
is a cloſe and intimate Connexion between 
Virtue and Happineſs, which, however it 

| cidentally: looſenedꝭ orfitterrupt- 
ed in t this Worle d, will be ſure to take Place 
in the next, and a without * 
or anon; for ever. :* og 


hs Fin 1 
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| they will turn to tha 
t. and redound to their un 


Dg 
damn familiar Figure of Speech. Here then 


two Fkings ito bei diſtincth obſerved 
into. The "ona N e E 
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Men make therein, and; thoſe 7 9 of 
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Drees 


2 
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ond 


good Morte, of exerting 5 Wach 
Purſuit of Virtue, and improving our Minde 
to the utmoſt of our Power.. And 
dere 1 might obſerve, in the firſt Place, , 
that ſuch earneſt Endeavours are, in a par- 
Henlar Manner, requiſite for our * e 7 
Virtus, what Meaſfure of gbod Works, 
Will ſuffice for the Accompliſhment of out 
Salvation: And therefore it bhehoves us te 
take eſpecial Care that we do not fall ſhort. 
We may eaſily ruin ourſelves" by being rec 
miſs in our Duty, and defectiye in good 
Works; but to ab0uid" in them can never 
ther inſecure, or prejudicial- In n 
Respect can the Conſequence be dangerous, 
Y detrimental. And ſince the Prize is ſo 
neſ iradbly great, we certainly cannot be 
too ſolicitous to obtain it, or too cautious 


5 to prevent the Loſs of it. On this Account 


it concerns — to aim, if poſſible, above 
the Mark; lt, by levelling directly at it; 
we ſink ror it. - Beſides, we have great 
Reaſon to make Allowances for the Par- 
. tiality of our Judgments, and the Power i 
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the greater Frogs we — in a « obe 
anger we incur of being 

4 any Tims ſeduced, or drawn aſtray. 
Whatever Care we may take, we are ts 
we cannot be, in this Life, perfectly and 
compleatly ſecure, For as we 5 in 
the midſt of Snares,” and are. ſurrounded 
with Temptations; ſo we are by Nature 
impotent and weak „and, by ns 
dcoubly expoſed. 11 highly concer | 
therefore to remove ourſelves as far as p66: 

5 fible from the Dominions of Sin; not only 
(= ot. i avoid the Danger, but in order to our 
own Safety to place ourſelves at as great 

aà Diſtance em it as we can. Now the 
Way to do this is to eſtabliſh ourſelves in 
Righteouſneſs, and be great Proficients in 
mee The decper o our Integrity is root- 
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K* 80. The more ſtrongly we are confirm- 
d in good Habits, the leſs liable we are to 


further we proceed, we are in ſo much 
leis Danger of retreating; and the better 
. we practiſe our Duty, the more ſatisfacto- 


the Infection of bad ones. In ſfiort, ths” 
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ry and delightful it will be to us. In theſe 


Reſpects therefore our virtuous Endeavours; 
however diligent and vigorous, can never 


de in vain." On the contrary, they turn to 


a valuable Adgount, "and conduce to excel- 


der Purpoſeth (aig © 1 Why, gps 


But the principal annere eyes 
1 To abound in good Morts not only 


adds to our Security, but directly promotes 


Velfare, and enlarges our Proſpects of 
Ha appineſs. And indeed it gives a double 


Title, equally firm and unqueſtionable. 


The one flows from the Nature of the 
Thing, and the other from divine Appoint- 
ment. . That Virtue in general is 
_ naturally productive of Happineſs, and 
* yields the trueſt and pureſt Enjoyments; 
partly in Hand, and much more in Rever- 


fion ; I have formerly endeavoured to ſhew 


particularly, and at large. From whence 
it follows, more immediately to our pre- 


1 8 — that SY Acceflion of Vir- 
tue 5 


I "8 "Sincs it ride} porn 
prove, and perfect, and bleſs, 


does; the Conſequence muſt” be, t 

cannot fail to operate, and produce Fo 
_ gionous Effects, in Proportion to ela- 
ſure and Degree wherein it prevails. This 
is plain, and even ſelf-evident, ars the 
very Nature of Cauſes and Effects. 


1. erful Encouragement; and, at” duly conſi- 
diered, would be ſufficient to quicken out 
_—_ and XC Ee our moſt vigorous Endea- 

| Every Virtue that is acquired, e- 

F 3 that is gained, may be 


| conſidered aa new Purchafe, à freſh Poſ- 
ſeſſion, enriching the Soul, and enlarging 
the Sphe 


5 ver either fall or fade : Which Time can 
neither conſuine, nor diminiſh 3. and oven 


all worldly Goods, and temporal Poſſeſ- 
ſions, are — away, and vaniſhed 

for ever; when the Pomps and Vanities of 
Liſe are fied ar @ Dream, or paſſed away 


hs Mad T Man, as nit ziel i 1 


And certainly this is a juft Motive, a an 


| re of its Enjoyment: As a real | 
„ and a ſolid Treaſure, that can ne- 


| | * ;.. 1 ach the Grave bas no Power. When T 
like a Morning Cloud; when all the Works 


xxl the Earth hall periſh, the. Earth itſelf 
1 5 . 


.eaoanre Dos oz 


X Fa! in _ N, 
when, and the very Elements melt away 
with fe er 


ful po Jef As is 8 Men a are : fo fond bf in | 
this World, cannot either accompany, ar 
follow them into anath her, nor: is it fit er 
| ſhould : But their Graces and Good Mor le 
hall follow e and be their Ornament, 
their Joy, and 
Men are apt to look upon 1 Riches of 
of the Soul as a Kind of thin, unſubſtan- 
tial, ſhadowy Poſſeſſions; while Things, 
ſenſible and corporeal appear firm and ſo- 
lid: But if they diſcoyer it no ſooner, at 
leaſt the final Event will ſhew them their 
Miſtake. What they look upon as the | 
Subſtance, will prove a meer Shadow; and 
what now paſſes with them for an empty 
Jhadow, will hereafter be found the only 
| true and ſubſtantial G 1. When the former 
ſhall have undergone a total Diſſolution, be 


entirely converted into Duſt and Aſhes, 
and the Place thereof be no where found; 
the latter ſhall remain undecayed, untouchs 
ed, and Honghſh: more and more through 
+ el — 5 oe as the Mind 
Kh f 5 
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| oa a "Wie. As 
| "ing depends on Wiſdom and irtue, 
' 2 8 through the whole State of our Exiſtence. 


Al our Hopes are fixed and centered there- 


upon; and without them nothing in the 
. vrhole World can be of a any conſiderable Uſe, 


or material Value. To Pall, theſe, is to be 
Do far happy; and to abound in them, i is to 
* be rich in the nobleſt Senſe: For they are 


5 not only true Riches ; „ but undefiled, in- 
C.)»ſrruptible, ineſtimable. They are Copies 
of uncreated Excellence, and Tranſcripts 

of divine Perfection. God h 


; fed 'by them; and his infinite and 1 incon- 
Mn Rete Happineſs chiefly flows from a 
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in he delights, and we ape certain will de- 
light, to all Eternity. Would we then re- 
femble Him in our little Spheres, and ac- 
cording to our minute Capacities? We 
muſt abound. in theſe Works of the Lord, and 
contribute, as far as lies i in our Power, to 
the Good of the Public, and the univerſal 
Benefit of our 'Fellow-Creatutes, | And if 
our Power be ſo ſmall, and Abilities ſo 4 
narrow, that our Services are very incon- 
Kerbe: yet ſtill, in reſſ ſpect of ourſelves, 
—_— can never be i in vain. Here our 
Endeavours are ſure to take Effect, and 
cannot fail of being crowned with Suc- 
del, The Advantage hereby redounding 
ts ourſelves depends, not on the Extent of 
our Power, but the Sincerity of our Hearts, 
and the Integrity of our Wills. If aur 

ims and our Inclinations are unfeignedly 
devoted to doing Good; how little ſoever 
we may be able to accompliſh, through 
dur Want of Ability; yet our. own Point 
is ſecured, The Event of Things are not 
in our Hands; but Virtue and Goodneſs 
ate; and, according to our Improvements 
in wee we hall ann in n 
tion. e 
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nei may raiſe what . 
_ fures it pleaſes, and make Suitable Addi- 
tions of various Kinds, New Channels of 
| Enjoyment may be opened, and Blcflings 
more and greater than we are 
. now able to comprehend. Accordin y | 
wwe ate aſſured, that Eye barh.not feen, or | 
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= nin Propo o to the Degrees of their Vir- 
= tue, and the Improvement of their Tas | 
—_ N. lents. | 


So 


, © iy 


4 


in WP) Works: 


ks, They noo Sow bountiful, hal reap frag 


alſo bountifully ; and they who: abound in 
good Works, ſhall abound al in Bliſs and 
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Right Hand of God. Nevertheleſs, if we 
12 neee e great End of gur Re- 
A eempfton, and tg the divine: Character of 
eur Redęemer, we ſhall find, unanſwerable 
Ohiections to this Interpretation. We 
know-afluredly, that Chi came into he 
World, not for. his on Sake, hut for ours; 
not with a View to his-own Advancement, 
but to promote. God's: Glory, and che Sal- 
Vation of Mankind. And though, in Con. 
ſequence. af his high Metig — 
hes aftually ritt to che fer 


; * | 3 2 * e 
84 12000 5 2 * 
v ; * 


g. cp g. . Gd n as tm 


* 


Ino 


* 


'A 1 indeedifach a:Ootxhofion-tl very uns 
&aitable-to the ſublime >(liarafhir n. 


tives, be mot generms e, 
intereſted Principle, . Fe ee 


| er, derogating bam the Perkes. 
tion uf his Conduct, let as pre ins 
. was wbieli — 4 
Text ſpeaks of; and Hr h is ther repre« 
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them with greater Alacti x.. 
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being thus univerſal, it ĩs not tobe doubt - 
dg, but the View of ſo great and extenſive 
a Good muſt affect him in an extraordina- 
b Manner, and p produce i in ſuch magna as 
22 "How divine/a pleafure maſt give 
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of Truth and Life, and even purchaſe for 
them an everlaſting Inberitance] Such were 
the great and godlike Ends which he pro- 
| Poſed to effect, and which he purſued from 
firſt to laſt by the fitteſt and maſt effica- 
cious Means; by his heavenly Doctrines, 
and moſt pure Precepts, by his perfect Ex 
ample; and his tranſcendent Merits. : 
his blefſed Work he knew and be 
th ſpeedy Aecompliſhment; and the Pro- 
ſpect ercof could not fail to afford him, 
not only the trueſt N but the maſt os 
inconceivable! Delight, | ie, nog 
TFTo ſupport ne the foregoing 
| Explication, let us conſider ſomewhat. fur- 
ther, and more diſtinctly, how eminently 
and peculiarly ſuitable: ſuch a Motive was 
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Diſpoſition of our Redeemer. . Whatever 
external Glories were deſerved by bim, and 
accordingly conferred on him, good Rea- 1 
ſon we. have to ſuppoſe, and be aſſured, 
that he had far nobler Aims, and more ge- 
nerous Views, than his own: perſonal Gran» 
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al-Confiderations? He requires. even mw 


: Diſciples: to be perfect, as their bea- 
ory Barber ir perfebs: That is, for it can 
nean no more, to imitate and reſemble 

Him to the utmoſt of their Power. And 

moſt ſure we are, he would never give 
them a Precept not fully . and 
perfectly practiſed by himſelf. For in e- 

very Inſtance he acted as he 0 and 
exemplified: his own Rules. His Goodneſs: 
therefore to Mankind, and all the ineſti--- 
mable Services which he did them, muſt, 

without Queſtion, have been e 

and diſintereſted: Nor can we ſuppoſe o- 

therwiſe without depreciating: his Merits, 
diminiſhing the Perfection of his Charac- 
der, and derogating from the Glory 8 
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mnies "of malicious Men, produted no 
aber Sentiments in Him, than thoſe of 5 
Grief and Pity. Baſe and i impious as they | 
were, they, could. never be More ready i 
il, than He always was to do Goody 
and their greateſt Injuries and Indignities 
wich no other Return than his Prayers 
5 ang Benedictions. The worſt Treatment 
they could give him was never capable of 
alienating his Affection, or obſttucting his 
Kindneſs ; and his greateſt Grief was, that 
he could not thereby melt them into Re- 
pentance. But, alas! inſtead; of being 
woll ned by ſuch invincible Goodneſs, they | 
became the more exaſperated ; and the 
mare he ſtrove to ſoſten their Hearts, the 
harder they grew. The Reſult of which 
was, that, in ſpite of all his good e 
and miraculous Services, they perſecu 
him even unto Death. A Death 
and attended by every paſſible Circum- 
Nance of Shame: and Grief. That heavenly 
Benefactor, who came into the: World on 
Purpoſe to redeem; and reſdue it from Ruin, 
muſt die, it ſeems, to accom plith i it: Muſt 
die: ons a moſt prindvl. and ignominious 
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Purſuit of it; ſince, moreover; the Fore. 
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as Adjaritage 150 . ; arid.facrificed him- 
ſelf to ſet us fre >. Was not his whole 


Life a Scene of Adverſity and Suffering, 
Bie is Death terrible beyond all Conceps 


| tion? Under theſe Preſſures, his. Comfort 
his Joy, was, that he was going to redeem 
à loſt World; te xalt a Race of wretched 

Creatures, Slaves to Sin and Corruption, 
to the” glorious; Liberty of the' Sons! of "God: 
In the midſt of his Grief and Anguiſhi, 
when he was dexceeding forrowful, and 
ſick unto Death, this was lis Cordial. How: 


all we ever think or ſpeak With due 


Praiſe, or ſufficient Thankfulneſs, of ſuch 
2 Benefactor! Moſt certain it is, that we 
dught to do both much and often, and 
wich all our Might. Leſs thar 
be great Injuſtice, and grievous Ir 
Such unſpeakable Grace and Senat fo 
ill deferved, and ſo impoſſible to be re⸗ 
quited, ought to affect us in à peculiat 
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A, e our Sins and Trani- 
grefſions, we crucißhy the Son of: God afreſh, 
as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, ani pur bom 
te eben Shame; We not only leſſen his 
Triumphs, and diminiſh his Joy, but turn 
it into Grief. Whatever he has done, and 
whatever he has endured, is all loft on 
hardened Sinners; in reſpect of wham he 
bath lived and did in vain. On the other 
Hand, the Converfion and Reformation of 
eyery Sinner extends, our Nedeemer's Con- 
queſt, and is 2 real Addition to his Joy. 
7 how much the — of penitent 
Converts is encreaſed, to ſd much better 
and nobler 2 did unn mn! in 
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eur we ſbaud follow his Steps; it is oertainly 
AF incumbent on us to imitate him, even in this 
Reſpect, as far as we are able. We can 
not indeed pretend to be wholly. 2 
by his divine Motive, his ie 
ciple; but ordinarily it muſt o | in 
ſome Meaſure, and produce a. good E 
on dur! Minds, if we will give it Leave: 
For good ànd virtuous Actions ate amiable 
in their own Nature, and as ſuch would 
not fail to . rar and, it 
| hope. oſten do ſo; here no con- 
tion draws againſt them. e 
Where Dota 3 cannot prevail, by all x 
| re Idarkeriths Intereſts and wyell 
1 it is for us, that the Cauſe of Virtue is ſe- Do 
= conded and ſupported by ſo powerful an =. 
Advocate. But yet it may deſerve to be i © 
FW | nſidered, whether over- looking our In- M4 
” = be not ſometimes . the moſt effecti 1 
Way to promote it. All our Hopes | 
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ture, nothing more odious in his Sight, XVIII. 
than a ſelfiſh and ſordid Diſpoſition; F 
nothing is, or can be, more acceptable 


to him, than an open Heart, a public Spi- 
kit, and a beneficent Conduct. And, more- 
over, it brings a peculiar Reward along 


with it, and yields the pureſt and nobleſt 


Enjoyments. In ſhort, true Benevolence 


and Charity is Happineſs in Hand, and 
Heaven in Reverſion. And the more diſ- 


5 I intereſted it is, the more Favour and Bliſs 
it procures ; improving, advancing, and 
perfecting, Mens Minds here, and entitling 


them more abundantly to a biene and 
: r Inheritance hereafter. M was 
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5 [to do, of bis _ 
| H E Apoſtle, in the foregoing Part 8 EAI. 
= of the Chapter, having exhorted XIX. 


neſs of Mind, and preſſed them to the lat- 
ter from the Example of Chr; ifs great Hu- 
miliation and Condeſcenſion, in accom- 
ing the great Work for which. he 
came into the eeds, at the 

1ath Verſe, to confirm their 


uicken their Endeavours in the Diſcharge 


lippians to Unanimity and Lowli- WW 
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verence ;”* equally removed 
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+ Diſtruſt. Then follow the Words of m 
| : Text; * it is Gd which worketh in jeu, 
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Many Chriſtians have un- 
in Kick a Senſe, as is nei- 


8 5 ther conſiſtent with the Dictates of Reaſon, 
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25 n. nor the Doctrines of Revelation. TI 


N 
them to ſignify the abſolute | 


5 God's Grace, and the irrefiſtible 
45 Influences of his Holy Spirit, even in or- 
Caſes, and upon ion Occa- 
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3 fons. % They have concluded from hence, 
5 that * is the ſole Agent in the Affair 
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Gel. 15 Ic 1 in us, "Both. to 1 2p a 
du ab, what is it that we pretend to? Whit 
; Putt, 7 what Share, can belong to us, inte 
3 iccompliſhinent of our Salvation 7 
In order therefore to ſolve. this Dieu 
and 1 Bs a more e 14 diſt ner 
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| Human); and. to ſhew, as roaring as T can, | 
What! 1s to be aſcribed to God, and what 
Man; in 1 the ande of our Duty. 
5 or it is evident, from the Whole Tenor - 
* „that both are to be taken in. If 


ſurd would i it be to call upon him to Work. 
-out his own Salvation On the other Hand, 
"i Man die every Thing, and ſtood entire- 

lyon His own Bottom; what Room could 
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5 we {hall have 2 clear Light con 
. Kantly ſhining in our Minds, and ſhew 
us the Way in which we are to walk. 
But, beides the Benefits of this ſtanding. 
Revelation, God is pleaſed. further to en- 
8 50 the 
Spiri. Not uch 


2 7⁰ Pelle its The Manner 
„and Meaſure of theſe Oper: 


ations we can 
not preſume to determine; but the Re 
et them is moſt evident from Scripture, 
ch- frequently makes Mention of theſe 
divine Illuminations. Reer che T 


5 a 
ſiſt in recalling to our Minds thoſe im- 


„ ee r os we are ſo apt to for- 

and imprinting them more dee 
ory" Memories; or in placing our Idea in 
ſuch an Order, arid ſuch a Light, as may 
gie us clearer Views chan we > natural 
. ſhould have; or in ſtren im 
proving our perceptive Faculties; is in vain 
toinquire, andineedleſs to-conjecture. . But 


ibs E ah, God operates in c our 1 
Sica our Wills, by ſetting befor 

ſuch Motives of Action as are the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt powerful in the World. By 
threatening the ſevereſt Penalties to Evil- 
Doers, and promiſing the higheſt Rewards to 
them that obey Him. By revealing his Wrath, 
in the moſt, remarkable Manner, againſt all 

Unrightecuſneſs $3. and his eternal Favour 
and Lov ng-kindneſs to all his faithful Ser- 
vants. As in the former Caſe we are 
brought to the Knowledge of our Duty, 
and the internal Reaſons and Obligations 

| belonging to it; ſo we are here excited to 


the Practice of: it by external Conſiders 


tions, and it is bound upon us. by the moſt 


weighty and. prevailing | Sanctions that we 
are capable of conceiving. Thoſe rational 
Inducements, and theſe Motives of Inte- 
reſt, .propounded in the Goſpel, and preſ- 
ſed upon us by the Holy Spirit, are con- 
tinually working on our Minds with united 
Force; unleſs we prevent it by wilfully- 
ſtifling all Thoughts of them, and harden- 
ing our Hearts againſt the Impreſſions of 
both. It is not poſſible to imagine any 
. Thing more powerful, or more likely, to 
influence our Wills and whenever * 


fail, the Mind is e corrupt, an 


May 11 
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er mY Wain,” or Intereſt. 5 re- 
to do our Duty, though we know it to 
de * and fit in itſelf, and that « , It Wel. 


that — or Earth kin a e ore us. 
and Laſtly, God works On 
exciting or calming our Affe 
tions. Theſe Affections were planted in. 
our Natures, to quicken us in the Pu 
of proper "Objects, and ſtimulate 
3 MY Te Se us in laudable l D 


ecution ww thao: And n b by us 
ons of Nature, and "OS Provence + 
(Cuſtoms, 
and faint ; God is 


tions of his Holy Spirit fs 


, till See, 
away by Obſtinacy and Incorri- 


4 tld, by Nate and Indulgence, -M are Sum Le 


me immoderate and exceſſive; we are 


them, and reducing them to their p proper 
Bounds. Not that our Affections are go- 
verned to our Hands, and ourſelves ex- 
empted from the Care and the Charge of 
them: But that his Concurrence may be 
depended on, and is never withdrawn till 
we forfeit it by the Abuſe of it. 
I bus then it appears how, FLY in what A 
Reſpects, God works in us to will and to db; 
” and what Share may. properly be aſeribed 
to Him in the Production of good hee 15 
and the Performance of our Duty. 
does not diminiſh our Liberty; much 155 
oyver-rule our Wills, or act in our ſtead: 
But he influences them in a moral Way, 
and attracts them by ſuitable Conſidera- 
tions. He firſt gives us proper Powers and 
F aculties, and then invites us to make a 
right Uſe of them; by ſetting before us 
the ſtrongeſt Miotives,” and moſt effectual 
Inducements. He works on our Minds by. 
Arguments and Exhortations ; by the 
Light of his Truth, and the Illuminations | 
of his: Spirit; by preſenting to our View 
the Reaſonableneſs of our Duty, and the 
intrin fic Excellence of Virtue and Good- 
_ neſs; 


9 And, in - Word, by all ſuch Means and 
. Methods as are conſiſtent with the Liberty 
| of our Minds, and the = Proc of our 


1 A | — 4 3 Puniſhments : 
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| Wills, 


— au remains on our Part, and what is 
incumbent on us to do for ourſelves. 


When God has given us Power and Abi- 


tity, acquainted us with our. Duty, and 
5 - On us all poffible Aſſiſtance and En- 
| couragement for the doing of it; He re- 


quires of us, as well He may, to exert our 


Powers, and act accordingly. His Pro- 
vince is to enable us for the 
our Duty, and to work on us by all fit 


M.0uctives: Ours is to be willing to follow 


is _whither he leads us, and to "bf with 


| bis righteous Demands. When, on his 


Part, every Thing is done that ought to be 
done, and all fit Means and Motives offer- 
ed; to us it belongs to deliberate, chuſe, 


determine, act. Nothing is more abſurd 


than to imagine, that He ſhould determine 
our Wills, or be the immediate efficient 
_ Cauſe of our Actions. For then they 
would not be our Actions but his. He 
ould be the ſole Agent, and we nothing 


mor ce 
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more chan n mere paſſive Lothians, — 
4 Nor, ſtrictly ſpeaking, can He be ſaid to co= | 
operate with us in this Reſpect. It ſeems © 7 
þ impoſlible, that one and the ſame A 
. ſhould be produced by two ſeveral Agents, 
and be = divine and human. An Ac- . 
tion of any K ind is a ſimple, uncompound- 
ed, indiviſible T hing; and therefore can- = 
not be aſcribed to more: Agents than one., - Le 
In Truth and Propriety, whatever is done 
by God, cannot be the Action of Man; and 
whatever is done by Man, cannot be the 
Action of God. He may, and does, work _ 5 
on our Wills by various Influences of a EE 
moral Nature; but to do it in the Way "op 
natural Efficiency, ſeems to be utterly in- 
conſiſtent with. the Powers He has given 
us, and the Duty he expects from us. In- 
| ſtead of working | in us to will and to do; 
this would be depriving us of our Wills, 
and putting it out of our Power to do any 
Thing. In ſhort, as Self-determination is 
eſſential to Liberty; 3 if our Minds be free, 
they muſt have a Power of chuſing and 
acting: And ſince no Action can be truly — 
and properly aſcribed to more than one 2 
Agent; whatever is really willed and done 1 
by us, muſt be ſolely our Volition, and ou. 
Action. | Though the Power and Means of 9 
2 = Action, _ 
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8 ee, we determine, or do; 
we are, immediately, the true \Efficients 
_and the ſole Agents, I 

5 Notwithſtanding then RON various Work- 


ings of God, we may plainly apprehend 
- what, and how it is that we are to work in : 


the Accompliſhment of our Salvation. 


og and doing belong to us; nor are they 


wrought in our Minds otherwiſe than & y 
fb | moral . = as we have been 


of the pit, or the Productions of Grace; 3 


it ſeems moſt evident, that Man's Free- 
agency is ever left entire and undiminiſh- 


„ ed. However our Underſtandings may be 
5 enlightened, or bur Affections regulated; 


dur Wills and Actions are, in all ordinary 


Caſes, left to our own Determination. — 


We retain our original Liberty, and Conti⸗ 
nue Maſters and Governors of our own 


Conduct. We are in T hought, Word, 
and Deed, at our own Diſpoſal; and, on 
that very Account, are anſwerable for or 
Behaviour in all theſe Reſpects. . Without 
ſuch a Power, ſuch a Liberty, we could 
not Ry be called upon to work out, 
our 


Let whatever; in 


Frial vrherein we are placed THU² 
we fee the Decliration' in iy Ter is per- 


KR confiſtent with the Extorratih i- 


mediately foregoing, and the I Doctrine cons 
kainecl in Both! is briefly this ; C 
wur Minds; enlightens our Uk 


purifies our Affections, arid excites * to 


Will and to do what is good; 


by 6 
Mens, and all proper Motives: 1. vi 
ef furl Abilities, Affiſtances, and Enecu. 


rägements, Man Wills and acts; exerts His 


Faculties, puts forth his Endeavours, and 


thirty, . out his own Salvation. Tp pros 


Seas, ro hs, it 4 ew Wits; 


i Wit Uie we are to make of the Doctrine 
thus explained. And, Firft, fince we ſtand 


in ſuch Need of the Succours of Heaven, 


and depend on them in ſo many Reſpects, 
we caty have no Groumds for Preſumption 
Security. Let him that' thinketh he 
And, ſays the Apoſtle, tube beed left be 
fall. Tis true, we have Liberty, and a Pow - 


er of acting according to the free Reſolu-" 


tions of our own Mind: But nevertheleſs ſo 
„ frail 


Sur om Salvatis ir any Gag: Neither * 
Na e bo e for cler state of IX. 


0d enables 
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and ag tn 0 ft. any | little Acci- 
that the leaſt Blaſt f 3 7 5 
ther m away, an | car TICS them. out of. Sight. 
The beſt Men, * confidin bein 
themſelves, haye EAN failed, an 1 
become ſignal Examples of human Infir 
mity. Though T dhe with thee, ſaid the fan-, 
guine Diſciple to his Maſter, 7 III not. 4 8 
ny thee. But what was the Event? Dic 
he hold faſt his Integrity? So far from it, 
that no ſooner was he brought to the Teſt, 
than he denied Him again and again, and; 
backed his Denial with Falſhood and Per- 
jury. Thus his Confidence and his Boat. 
ing ended in Shame, and Sorrow, and bit- 
ter Repentance. Juſt Reaſon then have 
we, not only for Care and Circumſpection, 
but great Humility and Self- diſtruſt. To 
be jealous of our own Minds, and diffident | 
of our own Strength. To implore the Af. 
diſtance of our _heayenly, Patron; who, 
u 


o % 1 


| Hi to hear our Prayers, and wp our In- 
| firmities. And therefore, 3 5 
Secondiy, As we ought not to pleſume, 
; fo we need not deſpond, - If we find good 
Oauſe to apprehend, and fear our own 
Frailties; it behioves'us to confider who is 
our Helper, and what Succour we may ex- 
Pect from Him. If our Weakneſs, and Folly, 
and Vanity, be very great; his Wiſdom, 
and Power, and S880 are much great- 
er. He can at any Time, either guard us 
Fe from Temptation, or deliver us out of it, 
of enable us to bear, and conquer it. A- 
bundantly ſufficient are his Aids for all our 
Wants and Defects.— But though 
God is pleaſed to ee us with his 
Might, and make us able to do our Duty; 
yet who ſhall make us willing? I anſwer, 
that God inclines us continually by the 
Means and Methods 'above-mentioned ; 
but, after all, as we are free Agents, we 
muſt chuſe and determine for ourſelves. 
If notwithſtanding God is pleaſed, with 
ſo much Goodneſs, Mercy, and Long= 
ſuffering, to draw us to our Duty, and 
wad us to our Happineſs, we will not: 
. b 2 | 3 com- 
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107 ing our Frame, and renenbring that SER N. 
ue are but Duft, is ever ready, ever wil- BR 
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up 
and Truth. If we have Ears to hear, 
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| rations of the, Spirit, can have any 


t the Grace of God ſhould 
1 which. are | 

It; OT illuminate thoſe: Min 
are induſtriouſly. 


what can avail the Voice 


of Inſpiration, or 
pel? If we have: Eyes, and wil nor ite; 
Underſtandings, and will not think 
Light of Heaven is loſt upon us. Neither: 
the Doctrines of Revelation, nor the Ope- 


in Minds thus diſpoſed.. The Fr 
and Threats, the ies 


Da 


Almighty, mit lofe all their Force, in 8E RMW. 
or thoſe age never conſider them, . 2 
them out of their WY -- 


| hide 6 our i Underſtandings Er nr 
Can profit us, no Means ö 


reach us. On the cher Hand, if we open 
c Inſtruction, and meditate 


b 2 t Truths 6 Ho 5 ; 
they will contribute moſt p N <= 


the gaining of our Wills; 3 t by che _ + = 
| Help of God's Holy Spirit, form in us en , ] 
right Judgment, and lead us to all Things | | 
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ing the Jews for the Hardneſs of XX. 
their Hearts, and the wilful Blindneſs af hath 
their Underſtandings. He tells them, in 


the foregoing 9 e that they were ſuffi- 
ciently careful, as well as ſkilful, in diſ- 
cerning the Signs and Appearances of Na- 
ture; but as to the Signs of the M Nab's 
Coming, an were very ſhort and negli- 
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U R Bleſſed 9 MM is here reprov- gf RM. 


8 Preacbed i in the Nine of the 
SPERM, gent in. their: Enquiries ;; Fearing, as we 
. have Reaſon to — leſt .— ſhould 


this e? 
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on all theſe Aecour Junts, it is mo ſt abl * = 


never can, nor ever could, be rn 


5 without it. Even they” Who lit 
e n oo a 
| n juſt — a I; 


provious Exerciſe of heir 
One great Ridents: 'of the Truth 6f 
Obriſtianity, was the Accompliſhment of 
Scripture-Propberies. The Prophets had 
” _ deſcribed-the Feten of 1 


. thoſe among — who were Faithful ad 
D impartial, did know him by theſe prophe- 
tic Marks, and readily received him as the 
undoubted Męſiab. But then this mani- 
feſtly ſuppoſes the Uſe of Reaſon, and the 
Exe ciſe of Judgment; without which 
' they could not poſſibly examine the A- 
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